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Spring Rally
April 2014

We had a very successful Spring Rally with the sun shining both Saturday and
Sunday. There was a steady stream of visitors over the weekend enjoying the
many traction engines (30 at one time), the many train and traction engine
rides and the Aveling and Porter roller above. The tombola was a success as
was the sale of programmes – a first this year. Another first was the
appearance of Axminster Tools who very kindly sponsored the production of
the programme and flyers which were

www.basingstoke-dmes.co.uk

1

distributed around the town during the weeks before the Rally. After accounting for all of the
expenses we made a profit of just under £2000 – well done to the Rally Committee of Jon E, Dave M,
Colin S, Richard H and yours truly and a second thanks to Dave M for preparing the programme and
for providing a very large marquee. There were many other members and wives who helped over
the weekend and a very great thank you to them because if it wasn’t for the help then we wouldn’t
have had the success we had,

THANK YOU
As usual, Richard H was out and about with his camera and his pictures and a few of mine follow:

www.basingstoke-dmes.co.uk

2

www.basingstoke-dmes.co.uk

3

Hot lunch

Vixen V8 water cooled 80cc
Basingstoke Boat Club

The manager and assistant manager from
Axminster Tools, Basingstoke
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What more could you ask for?
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The Model Engineer & Electrician
99 Years Ago
Reproduced by kind permission of the Model Engineer Magazine
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Reproduced by kind permission of the Model Engineer Magazine
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Basingstoke and District Model Engineering Society Limited
Most of you will have heard by now that the conversion of the Society from an unincorporated body
into a Company Limited by Guarantee (a legal entity) has been completed. Our Certificate of
Incorporation was issued by Companies House on 4th March 2014.
The change was discussed at length at the last two AGM’s and a series of meetings was held by the
Committee with a generous solicitor who gave his time to us at no charge. Numerous other clubs
and societies such as ourselves have already made this change, some of them quite a little while ago.
The essential reason for converting is that in the event of winding up B&DMES, the maximum
exposure to liability of each member is now £1.00. Previously it was legally possible for creditors to
pursue any or all members without limit. In addition, the lease with Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council for the clubhouse and the land on which the track is situated was between three individuals
(acting as Trustees for the club) and the council. This was not a satisfactory or reasonable state of
affairs. In terms of the everyday activities of the club the conversion has very little effect. The
Treasurer and Secretary will feel the most change since Companies House requires by law a certain
amount of data each year and this must be submitted in a certain pre-determined way. The
Committee is now called a Board of Directors, but its activities and powers continue to be controlled
by the Articles of Association which is based on our former Constitution and a number of standard
paragraphs arising out of legislation. We do not have to be too precious in relation to adding the
word ‘Limited’ to our name every time it comes up in everyday conversation. Our new status is only
relevant when we enter into contracts with other legal entities. B&DBC has already been informed
and our letter heading has been modified.
Our solicitor friend is looking into the terms of our lease in the light of our new legal status, and we
look forward to a simpler and fairer agreement with the council in time for re-negotiation of the
lease before it expires in February 2016.
Brian Hogg, Company Secretary

Chairman
It is with regret that I must announce the resignation of Bob Lovett as Chairman, and also as a
director of B&DMES Ltd. Bob resigned with immediate effect on 14th April 2014. He took on the role
at the last AGM after much persuasion. At that time he made it clear that his personal
circumstances, both at home and at work, were such that the time available to him was both limited
and unpredictable. In the event a potential house move to Yorkshire became a reality sooner than
anticipated and he felt that he could no longer act as Chairman in the way that he would wish.
Bob’s departure is unfortunate in that he was just getting to grips with putting some stability and
direction into the club, following a long period without a Chairman. We thank him for his efforts and
wish him well in his new surroundings. If any member feels that he could take on the role of
Chairman (the sooner the better) would he please get in touch with a director. Anyone who is not
currently a director can be co-opted onto the Board. We really cannot afford to be without a
Chairman for a long period of time.
Brian Hogg, Company Secretary.
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Basingstoke & District Model Engineering
2014 Calendar (Issue 1)

Jan-14
1
7
18/19
21
Feb
4
9
15/16
18
Mar
1/2
4
16
18
April
1
12/13
15
21
29

Members Day (Wednesday)
Meeting Night
Maintenance Weekend
Bits & Pieces Evening

Meeting Night
Driver/Public Running Training (Sun)
Maintenance Weekend
Meeting Night

Maintenance Weekend
Meeting Night
Driver/Public Running Training (Sun)
Meeting Night

July
6
8
13
22

Public Running
Meeting Night
Members Running Day (Sun)
Meeting Night

Aug
3
5
19

Public Running
Bring & Buy Evening
Meeting Night

Sept
2
7
14
16
27
30

Meeting Night
Miniature Steam Rally
Bits & Pieces Evening
Public Running (Easter Monday)
Bring & Buy Evening

Oct
5
12
14
25
28

May
4
13
18
27

Public Running
Stationary Engines
Visitors' Open Day (Sun)
Meeting Night

June
1
10
21
24

Public Running
Bits and Pieces Evening
Members Running & Barbecue(Sat)
Meeting Night

Nov
11
16
17-21
25
Dec
7
9
23

Meeting Night
Public Running
Visitors' Open Day (Sun)
Meeting Night
Members Running Day (Sat),
incl. Fish & Chip Supper
Meeting Night

Public Running
Members Running Day (Sun)
Bits & Pieces Evening
Halloween Public Running (Sat
Evening)
Meeting Night

Bring & Buy Evening
Members Running Day (Sun)
AGM (Date to be decided)
Meeting Night

Public Running
Meeting Night
Meeting Night

Public Running 11am to 4pm (setup from 9:30am) Sunday, unless stated otherwise
Member's Running days 10am to 5pm
Tuesday Evening Meeting 7pm to 9pm, with optional members running afternoon
Maintenance Weekends - Working parties to keep track & site shipshape. Check notice board for details
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Treasurer
Who’s Who
Jon Evans
1 Grosvenor Close
Hatch Warren
Basingstoke
Hampshire RG22 4RQ
01256 471233
Jon.h.evans@btinternet.com

Secretary
Brian Hogg
14 Fontwell Drive
Alton
Hampshire GU34 2TN
01420 543581
brianjhogg@btinternet.com

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer

Bob Lovett
Colin Stubbs
Brian Hogg
Jon Evans

Committee Members
Barry Spender
Dave Andrews
Darren Davis
Steve Newell

Member
Member
Member
Member

Project Leaders
Catering manager

Eric Widdowson

Electrical Work

Jon Evans

Library

Ken Jones

Station Buildings & contents Dave Andrews
Newsletter Editor
Austin Lewis
16 Church View
Hook Hampshire RG27 9HP
01256 764765
arlewis01@gmail.com

Publicity

Dave Mitchell

Track maintenance

John Hutson

Site maintenance

Eric Widdowson & John Neal

Traction Engine Track

Austin Lewis

Webmaster

Mike Bowman

Newsletter

Austin Lewis

Email Addresses
If you have received a copy of the newsletter
by post, it is because we don't have your
Email address. Each newsletter costs over £1
to print and post, where as Email is effectively
free. If you do have an Email address, which
we can use, could you please Email me with
your details.
Jon Evans
Treasurer
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